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For Immediate Release

Applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) will be
“Batched” for Funding October 15, 2004

BISMARCK, ND, June 8, 2004 -- The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
accepts applications throughout the year for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP). Periodically, NRCS will gather the applications on file and consider them for funding.
For Fiscal Year 2005 funds, this will occur on October 15, 2004. Applicants compete for
funding based on the environmental benefit the project will have toward national, State, and local
resource concerns.

EQIP is a voluntary program that allows agricultural producers to address both local
natural resource needs and national resource priorities. Federal funding shares the cost with
farmers and ranchers for installing conservation practices to improve animal waste management,
irrigation water management, grazing land, soil erosion and sediment control, and other
environmental concerns.

For additional information on EQIP or other NRCS conservation programs, go to
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ or contact your local NRCS office.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Person with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14" and Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



